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Major Crisis Relief Fund (MCRF) Launched to Provide Disaster Aid  

and Address Unmet Needs of Cape and Islands Residents; 

Fundraising Begins with Goal of $1 Million as We Brace for Hurricane Season 

 

HYANNIS, MA---The Cape Cod and Islands Major Crisis Relief Fund (MCRF) has been launched as a 

disaster response organization to provide humanitarian aid to local individuals and families.  According 

to MCRF Managing Director Judy Walden Scarafile, the Fund aims to fill existing gaps in preparing for 

and responding to major crises, particularly in terms of long-term recovery assistance. 

MCRF was established by the Cape Cod Times Needy Fund, a registered 501(c) 3 charitable organization.  

Needy Fund Board President Peter Meyer, who is also president and publisher of Cape Cod Times, says, 

“While the Needy Fund manages the Major Crisis Relief Fund, MCRF has a distinct mission and 

objectives.  Humanitarian needs escalate in times of crisis, and this fund will allow us to respond 

appropriately when Cape Codders need it most.” 

According to Meyer, MCRF’s leadership consists of Needy Fund board members, local emergency 

response professionals   and an advisory committee.  “We will apply a disciplined process for providing 

aid in much the same way we do with the Needy Fund to be certain that funds are used efficiently; our 

mission is to be accountable to donors and fully responsive to local residents most severely affected by 

disasters.” 

“The Major Crisis Relief Fund has been in development for a few years, and we accelerated our efforts 

after evaluating the devastation of Hurricane Sandy,” says Scarafile, a resident of Barnstable Village and 

former president of the Cape Cod Baseball League.  She says the original MCRF planners were concerned 

about the mounting incidents of local and global crises, including hurricanes, blizzards, floods, 

earthquakes, and fires; health epidemics, blackouts, plane crashes, and nuclear spills; and terrorist 

activities such as bombings, bioterrorism, and cyberterrorism.   



 
 

“On the Cape and Islands, we have experienced fierce hurricanes, epic winter storms, and significant 

beach erosion,” says Scarafile.  She cites recent outbreaks of Ebola and the Zika Virus, dramatic climate 

changes, and the fact that New England is now at increased risk for a major earthquake.  

“Unfortunately,” says Meyer, “when it comes to the next major crisis, we believe it is a question of 

when, not if, and we need to be prepared.  Hurricane Sandy taught us important lessons about the need 

for long-term aid in a crisis of this magnitude. “ 

Fundraising Goal 

“We are relying on the generous support of individuals and organizations, and we are actively pursuing 

our initial fundraising goal of $1 million,” adds Meyer. “The timing of our campaign is particularly 

important as we head into hurricane season.” 

Scarafile explains that Cape Cod and the Islands is served by first responders, including police and 

firefighters in Barnstable County, Emergency Medical Technicians, American Red Cross, and Salvation 

Army; our area also draws on the resources of FEMA, MEMA, and other government agencies.  “We will 

continue to collaborate with our many colleagues as part of an integrated approach to crises,” says 

Scarafile. “At the same time, we realize that significant needs of many local individuals and families are 

now unmet by traditional forms of public and private disaster aid—and that’s where we step in. The 

greatest service gaps are in long-term recovery, which will be our main focus.”  

The Fund will provide assistance in the form of financial aid for food, housing, transportation, medical 

and mental health services, child care, and other services.  As deemed appropriate, it may also provide 

equipment, counseling, and assistance with insurance. 

MCRF’s scope of services includes humanitarian aid for those most severely affected by disasters, 

including: 

• Natural:  hurricanes, blizzards, floods, earthquakes, fires   

• Man-made:  health epidemics, blackouts, plane crashes, nuclear spills   

• Terrorist:  bombings/explosives, bioterrorism, cyberterrorism, and mass shootings    

The Fund’s board is determining eligibility requirements and application procedures.   

The awarding of funds will be considered when 50 or more families or 100 or more individuals are 

affected by the crisis and under circumstances that include the following: 

 A local, state, or federal disaster is declared. 



 
 

 Multiple hospitalizations are required. 

 All Cape Cod evacuation shelters are opened. 

To make a donation, send a check made out to Major Crisis Relief Fund to MCRF, P.O. Box 804, Hyannis, 

MA  02601, or make a donation online at www.majorcrisisrelieffund.org.    

To volunteer, contact MCRF@NeedyFund.org. 

The Cape Cod and Islands Major Crisis Relief Fund (MCRF) is a nonprofit disaster response organization 

that provides humanitarian aid to local individuals and families.  MCRF aims to fill existing gaps in 

preparing for and responding to major crises—including natural disasters, such as hurricanes and 

blizzards, and man-made crises, such as health epidemics and terrorism. Services will include financial 

aid for food, housing, transportation, and medical/mental healthcare.  MCRF will respond to critical 

needs that are unmet by traditional forms of private and public disaster aid, and the Fund’s main focus 

will be on long-term recovery assistance. For more information, call 508-362-4467, email 

MCRF@NeedyFund.org, or visit www.majorcrisisrelieffund.org. 
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